ws 
a / 


| a Vol. VIII. 


, 


% 


[43] 
A 


REVIEW 


Numb, 117 


OF THE 


eP STATE 


OF THE 


British NATION: 


Sattrday December 22. 1711. 


Tempora Mutantur, nos & Mutamur— 


rified than now 3 I casnot but be 
amaz’d to hear the very ‘ame Peo- 
with the fame Tongucs, and without 
in their Cheeks, whoa few Years 


N= was this Old Saying better Ve- 


ple, 
any Red 


ago, Oppos’d me, and Ruffled metoo, for they 


Arguing againft Occafowal Conformity, now 
Chiming ic with an Occafional Bil, or-a 
Law to prevent it; and what frivolous Pre- 
tences! what lame Reafonings ! what Ri- 


dicelous Excafes do they make for it? 


Thefe Y thal Bxamin in theie Turns, but 
grant me your leave, Gentlemen, a little, 
to exprefs our Wonders of the Circumftan- 
ces; What Ridicole have I {een made ata 
certaja Tall Man, amish nothing in bim, a8 
us'd to fay ofhim ? What a Jefthave 
I feen foni¢honeft Gentlemen make of bis 
Chara@er, ,25 a0 ubperférming Clond ? 
What a doz’d aad bewilder’d Charaéter bas 
been given of a certain Perfon! and what 


‘Lampoons way the Town full of, ahi oe 
. Bole 


rr. «) 1 ae | 


fF 


Encumber’d the State! And now how 
Carefs’d | haw Embrae’d ! and how to gra- 
tifie a Defire as prepofterous as all the reft, 
how willing are {ome Men to give up their 
Friends asa Vidtim to this Convert, and to 
his mighty Iotereft ! nay, how do they 
abandoa the Juft and Righteous Intereft 
they had before Efpous’d, co oblige a Man 
of no Intereft at all ! 

What €emeleon Difpofition is Mankind 
made of ! How are there fome in the World 
given to Change ! It would be Unjuft, as 
well as Offenfive for me, to pafs any Judg- 
ment of the New Occafional Bill, which 
is depending in the Houfe of Parltament, 
which I profefs I have not {much as feen 5 
but neicherdo that Honourable Houle re- 
quire fo much of any Man, that we fhould 
pare with our Judgment in Compliment to 
their Perfons, and fay before we fee it, that 
it s all Right and Good, that it is done to 
Anticipate another Defiga, prevent a worfe 
Bill, and that there is nothing at all in it, 
Prejudicial tothe Diffenters. 

For my part I fhail, in Deference to the 
Parliament, take care to fay nothing at all 
‘of it 5 buc my Obdfervation points at thofe 
‘People without Doors, whe, as I note as 
bove, change their Note, their Faces, and 
‘their Senfe of Thingsevery Bay, and eve- 
ry Way, juftas Parties, not as Truth di- 

€ 


Thefe are the ju&f Contempt of all wile 
and honeft Men 3 and were it not at the Exe 
pence of honeft Men, who now are like to 
be Undone by the Steps thefe Men are 
pleas'dat, one would make pleafant Re- 
marks enough here 5 but this is too ferious 
to jeft with, the Sacrifice is too great, to 
make Paftime of the Pra@ices the Occafio- 
nal Bill paffes, the fame worthy Patriots 
that formerly threw it out, now bring it 
in; the fame People that rejoye’d in the 
Difappointmens of the HigheChurch Men, 
acquiefce now in the Ruin of the Differ- 
Bers. 

Some among them J meet with, who are 
willing to Vindicate this Step, take upon 
them to give Reafons why it is thus, but 
wretched Arguments ! fit for nothing but 


‘ “ud a” Set ae oe pe. 
: * "O( eed Bel a i ” ha 
+ tenn e eee 


Manis! 
= 


dow the Dignity, as wéll asthe Senfe of 
the Noble Perlons Concern’d in it, to give. 
——- As 1. That it was done to prevent o 
worfe Bill being ee In me Bat wht 
was to bring it ia ? Where was it prepa- 
ring ? What good Ground they have to 
fay any fuch was doing, Not one Word of 
this can te told us ;fo ! beard of a Man that 
pull’d down his Houle before-hand, thatis 
might not be burat, but faw no Danger of 
any Body’s fetting ic °n Fire. 

some tell us the Reafon why this is Com- 
piy'd with, is, That by Concert, they bave 

© mitigated fome Things, and obtain’d 
others which are Equivalert, that che Bill 
is not thefame Thing, and that we have 
notbing to be Concern’d at in it ; but they 
do not tell us that the Effe€tual Article is 
left out, Of Difpoffeffing for ever all Dif- 
Jemters of every Place or Empioyment ua- 
der the Government, or driving them, a- 
gainft ¢heir own Principles and Conftience 
toa total ftated Conformity to theChurch, 
which will infallibly Ruin many Hundreds 
of Difjenting Families, or caufe them to 
a& againft Confcience for Bread, which, I 
think, is one of the worft kinds of Perfecu- 
tion. 

This is the prefent Cafe now, I am not 
Arguing for or egainft the Bill itfelf; let 
the Houle of Commons do as Meaven, for 
our Sins fhall permit, or for our Deliverance 
fhall direé&t ; but wemay, I hope, be al- 
low’d to Attempt a little, the opening of 
their Eyes, whofeem to give up in this 
Affair an Intereft, which once they thought, 
or at leaft pretended to think, was twift- 
ed withthe general Happinefé of Br itain— 
To whom are we making our Courtjin this ? 
Who is it that we feek to oblige ? And 
what is it that we expea from the Perfons, 
to whofe mighty Influence this Sacrifice is 
made? 

Tempora Mutansar ! A Majority ofa great 
Afiembly againft it Yeflerday, and nota 
Vote in Oppofition to-day 3 caft out of the 
Houfe ove Day, and pafs’'d Nemine Con- 
sradicemte the next; Wondercu: Change! 
What follows? Nos gusnangamor 

y 


-~t Aree 
pail’. 4 aie 


oes 


to blufh at ——— Such a8 0 be fure are be- < 


Wa 


ff Fi . s 
‘the Majerity, the laft Bil was thown our, 
_ Werejoye'd, and Reafon good 5 when this 
‘Bill paffes, we acquiefce, we make no 
Complaint ; Whence is this Opiat ? How 
are we doz’d ? Who has caft this Charm or 
ty’d this Philsre ?, Are we awake, or has 
Heaven demented this Generation, that 
they fhould not fee when his Judgments 
impend ?—— But, fays one, what can we 
do? What Courle would you have us take 2 
No, no, Geatlemen, no Courfe now, no- 
thing todo; I am no Trumpet of Rebel- 
lion, you fhall not catch me theres you 
muft do nothing butfabmit, ’tis too late to 
a@ ; what fhould be done, fhould have been 
Ey done before ; you fhould not have put your 
4 felves oat of your own Hands, and put 
_-—- your felves into the Hands of thofe, who 
have nog had Value enough for your Ia- 
tereft, as to put you all into the Scale a- 
gainft one Man And that a Man, whofe 
.Charafter, even ix their own Souths, was 
not long before too mean fora $atyr, and 
_below Lampoon. 
Well may all that has been faid by the 
People of this Generation, concerning Fo- 
teign Affairs, have been expefted from 
fuch People ; How fhould better be look’d 
, for ? They that can acquiefce in the Ruin 
: of the Diffesters at Home, no wonder they 
Can give up the Proteftant Princes Abroad : 
They that can {ee no Danger to the Pro- 
teftant Opprefs’d Intereft in Britain, no 
wonder they can fee no Danger to the Pro- 
teftant Intereft in Germany: If they can fee 
no Mi(chief in Eftablifhing High-Church 
Tyranny in Exglend, how thould they fee 
any Mifchiefin Efablithing Popi Tyranny 
at Vienna ? If they can join in with Perfe- 
cation in Exgliand, how fhould they fear 
Perfecution iw Hungary and Silefia? Sucha 
Do@trine, fuch 2 Pra@ice ? —— Are thefe 
thenConfequences of the Zeal we have for 
carrying on the War ? Muft che Diffemters 
be Sacrifiz’d to Parchafe Hands agaiaft a 
Peace? Why ? What Obftacle have they 
been to Profecuting the War ? ——- What 
help will Perfecution be to pulling down 
France ?+ Abhorr’d Blindaefs! Where is 
now your Advocates, for the Meafures of 
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our Leading Men? Let that Mercenary. 
Wretch, -your Obfervator, defend this ? 
Have they anfwer’d your Confidence in 
them? Tillnow, I Honour'd their Chara- _ 
Gers, Vindicated their Condu&, and Va> 
lued their Perfons; but inthis, let others 
Worthip, for {canuot : Are thefe the In. 
ftances of the fleady adhering to the Late- 
reft of Truth and Liberty ? Is this Defend- 
ing the Caufe of the Proteftant Intereft ? 
Oh, but there is f{umeSECRET in it whick 
we do not Unaderftand, fays an eafie Chri- 
ftian that is willing to hope ftille—-En- 
ter not into sheir Secret, O my Soul, abandon- 
ing the Intereft of Religion ! the Defence 
of Opprefi’d Confcience! the Liberty of 
Two Millions of Free Subje&s, to carry on 
a Secret! What Secret can this be? Of 
what Value muft this Secret be, that fuch 
an Evi} muft be yielded to, to bring to 
pafs this mighty Geod ? Is this the Way to 
Propagate the Nation’s Peace? But let ug 
Reafon together ; Is the Pretender or the 
Succeffion in the Cafe ?—— Is the Dividing 
us the firft Step to preferve the Succefion 
Or is the Suppreffing the Diffensers the 
Way to keep out the Pretender >=——Was 
ever any Argument prepoRereus like this? 

But to this, has Party-Fury led us / and 
now may the Diffenters fee’on what Staff 
they have leaned, and into whofe Hands 
they have pat the Safety, the Con{ciences, 
and the Liberty of their Pofterity. 

As this will give them Experience, fol 
hope it will give them Prudence, Unity, 
Conceft, and Sincerity; they may now fee 
to what fatal {fue their Occafomal Complye 
ance on one Hand, and too tenacious Par- 
ty-Violence on she otber band, has led them 
—DMay he that only can bring Good out of 
this Evil, regulate theis Condué& —— 
Open their Byes to their own Intereft, and 
fhew them the only Way to add Weight 
to their Party, and Strength to their In- 
tereft, Amen. 

But the Thing is done; the Votes are 
pafe’d, whither next fhall the oh peed 
Turn ? But to the Throne, firft of God, 
and then of fhe Queen. There remains 


yet a Point ketween them and cheir ie 
P 


: 


prepared, and tis yet in Her Majefty to 
$ave them, or give them up =——— us 
feppofe them ac Her MajeAy’s Feet, with 
their Petition, Prefented by Ten Thoufand 
ftarving Infants, the Childreu of the poor 
Difpoflefs’d Parents, turn‘dout of their 
Bmployments, and Jefe without Bread, 
meerly becanfe, in Confeience, they cannot 
and dare not, take the Sacrament in the 
Church of England 5 and fuppofe their Pe- 
tition in thefe moving Expreffion:. 


Madam, 


OUR Majefly, as the Common Parent 

of Your People, se the only Remaining 
Hope in she'Cafe before uw: The Hands of a 
Million of your FaishfulSubje&s are firetched 
out t0 You, We Claims Natural Right to 
Your Royal Compaffren, being born Tour Sub- 
jeFs, and a Collateral Right to Your Affection, 
being Your wiling Subjets by a Duty mingled 
swith our AfeBios : We bave Chearfully Affift- 
ed and Supported Your Majefty inthe War, 
earried on for the Glory of Your Crown, and 
Preferving Yeur Perfemel Poffeffion: Many 
Thoufands of us bave been Ruin’d by the War, 
and the Loffes atrending it, and bave nothing 
deft, but the Small Salaries in Your Service, 
te Support our Families, of wbich we ave now 
80 be Divefied, without any Offence —- We 
Diffens from Your Church, indeed, but never 
Separated from Your Intereft ; for tbe firft 
we bave 4 Legal Tolerasion, and in Comfide- 
vation of eur Fidelity in she laft, we bave 
Tour Majefty’s Roysl Promife frequently Re- 


peated, Thes this Toleration foal be preferwd 


inviolable. 

We moft Bumbly Plead Your Majefty’s Sa- 
cred Promife , and tbat Verdcity which we 
ever Confided in, We are now fallen 


upon 
Guiltiefs, by our Enemies, Betray'd and Ae 


bandon’i by our Friends, and beve wo Re- 


courfe under God, bus to Tour me ae 
J 


azd Clemency, befeeching Your Majefty 20 
View the Mulsitude of Your Inwocent Subje@s, 
and their Ruin’d Families, whe are to be gi- 
ven up by this Law, to Poverty and Per fecutie 
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on, and to call to Mind shel Oppoktion Your 


Majefty formerly made with Succejs to the 
dame Defign, and the olusiows Your 
Majehy made, to take ws tuto Your Roya} Pro- 
teBjon, exprefs'din Your faid-Graciaus Pre- 
mife to preferve inviolable eur Toleration, 
which We Humbly conceive capnot be, if this 
AE be oa to pafs. 

We Befeech Your Majefly ix the Hum- 
ble manner , Thas this Astempt may 


receive a Stop from Tour Royal Prerogative, 


and that is move Your Royal 
when Tour wh » with one Breath, wi 
one Word, with one Thought of Your Royal 


Heart ; Tou foal novo Seve or Defroy fo ms- 
ny Thoufands of Your Loyal Subje®s, againf 
whomno Crime can be alledg’d, but she meer 
Conjcientions Differs in the Ceremonies, not 
the leaft in tbe Fundamentals of Religion. 


Iffuch an Humble Reprefestation had ig 
fuch a manner been laid before Her Maj 
fty, and ac the fame Time Her Ma} 
knowing by what Party, with what View, 
and to carry on what Defige this Atsempt 
has been Introduc’d , who can tell how 
God might move Her Majefty, whofe Ten- 
dernefs for her People, without Diftin@ion, 
is fo well knowa, to prevent the Ruin of fo 
greata Number of Her Subje@s ? 


. 
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N Effay on the Hiftory of Parties and 
Perfecution in Britain ; her ee with 
a brief Account of the Teft-AdG, and an Hi- 
{torical Regs intothe Reafons, the Ori- 
ginal, and the Confequences of the Occafio- 
nal Conformity of Diffenters. With 
fome Remarks on the feveral Attempts alrea- 
dy made, and now making, for an Occafio- 
nal Bill. Enquiring how farthe fame may 
be efteem’d a Prefervation to the Church, 
or an Injury to the Diffenters. Printed for 
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